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(b) For the purposes of this section,
‘‘loading doors’’ include all weather-
tight ramps, bow visors, and openings
used to load personnel, equipment,
cargo, and stores, in the collision bulk-
head, the side shell, and the boundaries
of enclosed superstructures that are
continuous with the shell of the vessel.

(c) The master shall enter into the
log book the time and door location of
every closing of the loading doors.

(d) The master shall enter into the
log book any opening of the doors in
accordance with paragraph (a)(2) of
this section setting forth the time of
the opening of the doors and the cir-
cumstances warranting this action.

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41823, Sept. 11, 1992]

§ 97.15–20 Hatches and other openings.

(a)(1) With the exception stated in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, it shall
be the responsibility of the master to
assure himself that all exposed cargo
hatches and other openings in the hull
of his vessel are closed, made properly
watertight by the use of tarpaulins,
gaskets or similar devices, and in all
respects properly secured for sea before
leaving protected waters.

(2) A vessel engaged in a voyage ex-
clusively on Great Lakes waters and
having 6 feet or more of freeboard,
measured vertically from the water’s
edge at the lowest point of sheer to the
top of deck at the ship’s side, may, at
the master’s discretion, omit tarpau-
lins on the ship’s hatches from 16 May
through 15 September (both dates in-
clusive). This exemption does not re-
lieve the master of any responsibility
for the securing and protection of his
hatches during the interval of exemp-
tion and, in case of indications of bad
weather or other threatening condi-
tions, he shall not leave protected wa-
ters until the exposed cargo hatches
and other openings in the hull of his
vessel are properly covered, secured
and protected.

(b) The openings to which this sec-
tion applies are as follows:

(1) Exposed cargo hatches.
(2) Gangway, cargo and coaling ports

fitted below the freeboard deck.
(3) Port lights that are not accessible

during navigation including the dead
lights for such port lights.

(c) Vessels which, by their design, do
not require cargo hatch closing devices
and to which § 45.01–20 of subchapter E
(Load Lines) of this chapter applies
need not comply with the requirements
of this section as to exposed cargo
hatches.

(d) The master at his discretion may
permit hatches or other openings to re-
main uncovered or open, or to be un-
covered or opened for reasonable pur-
poses such as ship’s maintenance while
the vessel is being navigated: Provided,
That in his opinion existing conditions
warrant such action.

(e) In the event the master employs
the discretionary provisions of this sec-
tion after leaving port he shall cause
appropriate entries to be made in the
official log or equivalent thereof set-
ting forth the time of uncovering,
opening, closing or covering of the
hatches or other openings to which this
section applies and the circumstances
warranting the action taken.

(f) The discretionary provisions of
this section shall not relieve the mas-
ter of his responsibility for the safety
of his vessel, her crew or cargo.

§ 97.15–30 Emergency lighting and
power systems.

(a) Where fitted, it shall be the duty
of the master to see that the emer-
gency lighting and power systems are
operated and inspected at least once in
each week that the vessel is navigated
to be assured that the system is in
proper operating condition.

(b) Internal combustion engine driv-
en emergency generators shall be oper-
ated under load for at least 2 hours, at
least once in each month that the ves-
sel is navigated.

(c) Storage batteries for emergency
lighting and power systems shall be
tested at least once each 6-month pe-
riod that the vessel is navigated to
demonstrate the ability of the storage
battery to supply the emergency loads
for the period of time specified in Table
112.05–5(a) of this chapter.

(d) The date of the tests and the con-
dition and performance of the appara-
tus shall be noted in the official log
book.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 17014, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGFR 70–143, 35 FR 19906, Dec.
30, 1970; 36 FR 5606, Mar. 25, 1971]
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